Sustainable Consumption — Two Separate but
Connected Aspects

Environmental Sustainability
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Consumption of resources
which stays within the carrying
capacity of the Earth
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Consumption of products and
services which meets at least
basic needs of all people
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Economic and Social Sustainability

Human wellbeing

Resource Consumption is Increasing
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Economic Growth in Asia Pacific Requires Increasing
Amounts of Resources
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requires increasing
amounts of natural
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Moving towards SCP Requires a Holistic Approach
SCP
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Individual Consumers are Weak

Many proposals on how to achieve SCP focus on the role of
consumers and emphasize the need for consumer education and
information provision to consumers.

However, the role of consumers is greatly overstated -
A transition to SCP will require collective decision.

* Consumers’ choices are limited to what producers
want to offer
* Consumer prices do not reflect the environmental
impacts caused by resource extraction and production
* Consumers feel strong expectations from society to
consume

— Consumption as self-expression

— Consumption as group identity signal

— Consumption as social status marker
* “I' will if you will”




