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Groundwater resources in China

China enjoys the total volume of water

resources at about 2,800 billion m3. In billion 1)
year 2008, the total water supply volume

reached 591 billion m3,where groundwater

contributes about 18.3%.
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about 40% of agricultural land
relies on groundwater for irrigation |

nearly 60% cities relies on
groundwater being the sources of
water supply
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Critical issue induced by the continuous large
groundwater extraction:

continuous regional decreasing of groundwater level

pollution to groundwater, etc
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2. The most strict GW management

Establishment of “the most strict water resources
management system” was initiated in 2009 by the
Ministry of Water Resources.
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The system outlined the key indices of water
consumption ““bottom lines”” of volume,

efficiency and pollution.
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Key points for groundwater
Based on groundwater availability, regions are
divided as different function areas of exploitation,
reservation & protection

Groundwater extraction is limited to those bottom
lines for different regions divided

For those areas where groundwater are heavily
overexploited, pumping wells are closed down to stop
further extraction of groundwater

Government s performance is evaluated annually on
whether the bottom lines (e.g. min water level) are
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3. Expectations

Restoration of groundwater levels
Reduced contamination to groundwater
Improved water utilization efficiency

Rational water allocation by integrating
surface water and groundwater

To achieve above goals, more need to do on policy, manag
technique, education & advocacy, public participation...
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