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The spirit of LoCARNet 
A Japanese old maxim 

 

• You  cannot say you mastered  

knowledge until you use it in 

action on the ground 

 

    Ekiken Kaibara (1630-1714) 

 
• 知っていてもそれを行動に移さないのであれ
ば、知らない者となんらかわりは無い。 

知
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LoCARNet -  Activities and Uniqueness 
低炭素アジア研究ネットワークの特長 

 

 Network of leading researchers/research organisations who 
are deeply involved in low-carbon growth policy processes in this region.  

 

 Science-Science-Policy Dialogue: LoCARNet promotes research for 
policies towards low-carbon growth by enabling a sufficient amount of 
dialogue among/between scientists and policy-makers. 

 

 Ownership of knowledge by countries: LoCARNet  encourages 
collaboration amongst researchers in-country whose research capacity 
and scientific knowledge are firmly grounded in their home countries.  

 

 South-South-North Collaboration: LoCARNet  aims to increase in 
research capacity in the AP region through knowledge sharing and 
information exchange, in the scheme of not only north-south cooperation, 
but also south-south regional cooperation. 
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Climate Change impact already here  

（出典）中央環境審議会 第104回地球
環境部会（2012.2） 原澤委員資料 

In Japan 

Agricultural production 
Extinction of alpine flora 

Impact in skiing tourism 

Frequent 
heavy rains 

Drought ＋Flood 
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1) （ ）内の年齢は、各年に生まれた人が2050年を迎えたときの年齢

2) GDPの将来値は国立環境研究所 脱温暖化2050プロジェクト A・Bシナリオの想定値
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GDP and Greenhouse Gases       Coupling  ⇒  Decoupling 

Oil Crisis 
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Financial Crises 

Rapid Economic 

Growth 

Japan’s Asset-Inflated  

Bubble Economy 
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2) Future GDP values are assumed values based on scenarios A and B from the NIES Low Carbon 

Society Research Project 2050  
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   Japan struggling to emerge from an economy locked into hi-carbon emissions  
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GHG emission of 50% reduction by 2050  

An enormus transition towards an unexplored types of society 

GreenGrowth 

2℃ 

4℃ 
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 Damaging the 
Economy and 
Natural System 

Developing 
Countries 

Leapfrog-
development 

Low carbon/ green growth path 

Development of Asia LCS Scenarios 

 (1) Developing narratives for LCS scenarios 

 (2) Quantifying future LCS visions 

 (3) Developing robust roadmaps  

Policy Packages for Asia LCS 

• Encouraging LCS policies in each 

Asian country 

• Informing international negotiations 

with science 

• Networking LCS research in Asia 



Stable climate 
Low carbon society 

Society with technologies  
having low dependence on energy  

Green economy 
Green Investment 

Green Finance 

Backcasting for 
policy formation 

Long-term 

Priority  
 of QoL 

Sustainable society 

Prioritise policy targets 
Stable climate ＞ Energy ＞ Economy 

Survival 
 
 
 
 

Safety 
 
 
 

Convenience 
 
 
 

Amenity 

Nature 

Energy 

Economy 
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International Symposium on Sustainable Low-Carbon Asia Research and Policy Dialogue 
At Johor Bahru, Malaysia  on July 9th(Mon), 2012 

Low Carbon ASIA – Policy-makers’ Dialogue 
 2012年7月9日にマレーシア、ジョホールバルにて開催された 
「低炭素アジア研究及び政策に関する国際シンポジウム」 

低炭素アジア-政策担当者による対話 
 

What research area/ topics should be strengthened making use 
of synergies of regional cooperation? 

Ex. 
• Inventory data of region specific items 
• Energy demand side data 
• Development of forestry and land-use simulation model  
• Utilization of integrated assessment models for nationally/ regionally harmonized 

LC policy 
 

• Economic evaluation: methodology applicable for evaluating low-carbon growth 
• Low carbon city management 
• Comparative study of effectiveness of LC policy and measures amongst countries in 

this region 
• Reform of power system  

 

• Transportation system: good practices 

• Waste management in relation to LC policy 

• Mobilizing local societies and people 

• Asian traditional values and behavioral change 8 



Progress of  

    “Low Carbon Asia Research Network ”  
Activities in 2012／活動計画 

• May 2012: APN (Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research) newly established fund on “low-
carbon initiative” (approx. US$300,000/year) for regional-based joint research, capacity 
development, and networking activities. 

• 9 July 2012: Held a policy-makers’ panel in Johor Bahru, Malaysia to discuss future activities from 
policy-makers’ point of view  

• 23 July 2012 (at ISAP, IGES): Will hold the LoCARNet kick-off meeting to discuss future activities, 
research needs, and organisational framework and management, as well as how to promote 
knowledge exchange and capacity building in an efficient manner, together with leading researchers 
in this region 

• 24 July 2012 (at ISAP, IGES): Will organize a breakout session entitled “East Asia Knowledge 
Platform for Low Carbon Growth - Knowledge in Action for Policy and Investment”, and will briefly 
explain discussions at the LoCARNet kick-off meeting 

• 18 September 2012 (in Oxford, UK): Will organize a session on “Regional co-operation: An Asian 
case study” at the LCS-RNet 4th Annual Meeting. 

• November (?) 2012: LoCARNet First annual meeting in Bangkok, Thailand (dates and venue to be 
decided)  

•  The results and recommendations of the first annual meeting should be reported to UNFCCC 
COP18, ASEAN+3, etc. 

 

• 2013 and beyond:  LoCARNet will be expected to become an autonomous researchers’ network 
based on south-south regional cooperation. 
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 Save our common climate 

Integrating Asian wisdom: East Asia Knowledge Platform for Low Carbon Growth  

Thank you  for your kind attention! 



Framework of  “Low Carbon Asia Research Network (LoCARNet)” 

 LoCARNet is a multi-layered, flexible network for researchers to  
contribute to low carbon policy-making. 

低炭素政策策定に貢献する重層的で柔軟な研究者ネットワーク 
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Progress of  

    “Low Carbon Asia Research Network (LoCARNet)”  
as a central core for providing knowledge 

Background/history: 

• 2009-2011, Asia:  

  IGES/NIES’s workshops to promote dialogue between policy-makers 
and researchers in Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam and 
Malaysia ⇒ recognized growing importance of research society towards 
low-carbon growth in Asia 

• October 2011, Phnom Penh:  

     Japan proposed “Low Carbon Asia Research Network” at ASEAN+3 
EMM  

• April 2012, Tokyo: 

   The launch of LoCARNet was declared by Japan’s Minister of the 
Environment, as one of the key element of the “East Asia Knowledge 
Platform  for Low Carbon Growth” at the “East Asia Low Carbon Growth 
Partnership Dialogue” 

• Organisation is in process now 

知識中核としての低炭素アジア研究ネットワークの進捗 
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Growing importance of actions towards low-carbon development 

in Asia 

1990 

2008 

2050 

Source: Presentation by Dr. Mikiko Kainuma (Nov. 2011)  13 


