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WHY I5 OUR IMPACT GROWING?

Is population growtn the rof cause? Or s it affluence, which lads to greater consumption of ensrgy and
other rescurces? Or technology, which oflers new tools for exploding and consuming? The IPAT formula s

L e et e s o e s o » Equity issues profoundly
complicate the challenge of
global change.

* In the Great Acceleration
technology and especially
consumption have

overtaken
population as a driver of
change.




Extinctions per thousand species per millennium

Distant past Recent past
(fossil record) (known extinctions)
10 000 - ! Projected future
gxtinction rate is
mare than ten times
higher than current rate
1000 -

Current extinction rate

100 - is up to one thousand
I — times higher than the

For every housand fossil record
mammal spacies less
101 thanone wenl extinct
every millennsum

- B Long-term average
j] extinction rate
0.1

Marine Mammals Mammals Birds Amphibians All species
species

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
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o Possible Future y
The Critical Decade without Climate
Policy
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My grandkids? 4§

Global Mean Surface Warming (°C)
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Sustainability - definition

The most widely quoted definition of sustainability
and sustainable development is that of the
Brundtland Commission of the United Nations in
1987:

« “sustainable development is development that
meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.”
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Sustainability
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RETHINKING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE ANTHROPOCENE

ANTHROPOCENE —

- >
1900 1950 2013 TIME
WE ARE HERE
BUT OUR MINDSET IS HERE
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