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The Sustainability Imperative

… more urgent than ever before



Global Responses

Johannesburg, 2002Rio de Janeiro, 2012 (Rio+20)

Plan of Implementation, MDGs
Green Economy,  

Governance, SDGs… Summits

Stockholm, 1972 Nairobi, 1982 
(Stockholm+10)

Rio de Janeiro, 1992

ConventionsConventions, 
Agenda 21, FP

Declaration, POA, 28 Principles UNEP GC ResolutionsDeclaration, POA, 28 Principles UNEP GC Resolutions

Summit Outcomes

 Principles ?
 Declarations ? Declarations ?
 Action Plans ?
 Reports ?

What does it mean for local communities ?

… … unfulfilled promises by the 
global community and governmentsg oba co u ty a d go e e ts



How can we 
incorporate 
local priorities p
in global goals ?

5 Dimensions of Sustainability

 Equity
 Economic Efficiency Economic Efficiency
 Endogenity
 Environmental Soundness
 Ecological Harmonyg y

EmpowermentEmpowerment 
(and happiness)
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… … availability and equal accessy q

Economic Efficiency

… … dignified jobsg j



Endogenity

Dairy based Green Power 
for Local Enterprises
+ farm nutrients

… opportunities for self reliance

Environmental Soundness

Locally relevant 
green building g g
technologies

… resource 
efficienciesefficiencies

… polluter pays



Ecological Harmony
Water Supply for 
New York City 1997

Options

Catskills Conservation:

US$ 700 million one time

Engineered:

US$ 6.5 billion one time plus

US$ 300 million / annum

… living with nature

Empowerment

… happiness 
f llfor all



What Local Communities want to see

 Maps simple conceptual Frames Maps – simple conceptual Frames
 Methods – to execute
 Matrices to measure Matrices – to measure
 Missions – to implement at all levels

activities and milestones activities and milestones
 responsibilities and accountability

incentives and penalties incentives and penalties

i th t 2015 d l t d & SDG… is the post 2015 development agenda & SDGs 
… going to respond to local priorities ??


