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What is Human Security?
UNDP 1994

UNDP’s Human Development Report (1994)

7 areas of security: economic, food, health, environmental,
personal, community, political

)

= ‘Human Security

* From state security to human security based on sustainable
development

* Ainclusive concept responding to human needs




What is Human Security?

Human Security Now (2003)

Human Security Now (2003)
[The final Report from The Commission on Human Security]

* ‘Freedom from want’ (development) +‘Freedom from fear’
(security)

* Protection (top-down approach) + empowerment (bottom-up
approach)

‘Human Security and Natural Disaster’

Importance of interdisciplinary approach that can highlight
multifaceted aspects of impacts

Holistic approach to people’s daily struggles
Application to developed countries

human security approach to natural disaster highlights the importance
of incorporating gender perspectives




What is gender?

sex

The social construction of sexual difference
(NOT the biological and physiological difference)

What is meant to be ‘male’ or ‘female’ (‘masculine’ and
‘feminine’) in a particular place or time; sometime
involves certain power relations

Gender and Natural Disaster

Gender provides multi-disciplinary and holistic perspectives

Highlighting women’s experience and needs in disasters

/ Economic Security

- division of labour based on gender; many recovery works regarded as
men’s job

- government recovery subsidies originally available only to men as heads
of households — how about single mothers?

- gendered property rights




Gender and Natural Disaster
/ food Security

- Women'’s access to food aides and support need to be ensured
- Specific nutrition for pregnant and breast-feeding women

/ health security

- violating reproductive rights

- impact of women'’s health on children’s health = an issue for the whole
family and community

/ environmental security
- natech —
- natural-hazard triggered technological accidents

Gender and Natural Disaster

/ personal security
- DV
- increase in sexual violence and domestic violence

/ community security

- disasters intensify pre-existing social confrontations
- poor condition of shelters

/ political security

- changing governmental priorities
- chain of man-made disasters




Gender and Natural Disaster

Highlighting structural problems in societies

focusing on people (men, women, minorities)’s sufferings and their root causes

/vulnerability created by
existing social structures

- unequal experience (sufferings) under natural disaster
- men’s suffering (being clean-up workers, high- risk tasks = trauma and stress
/ social protection needed

Gender and Natural Disaster

possibility of developing capacity existing within community

- After disasters, there emerges a number of women’s movement voicing
against redress against gender biased relief systems, increased gender
violence, exclusion from decision-making roles, and gender stereotyping in
relief programs

- Recovery process = reconstruction of family and community
‘What kind of society to be rebuild, for whom?’

<>
Sustainable recovery requires gender equity but rooted gender bias exist




Gender and Natural Disaster

9

Human Security Approach provides perspectives concerning
‘protection” and ‘empowerment’

— Requires gender perspectives

Gender justice is ... a precondition without which neither
women nor men can flourish or meet the challenges of
disasters.

Elaine Enarson)




