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Objectives 
In times of rapid social and environmental changes, ecosystems can be highly vulnerable, with serious 
consequences for the local livelihoods and ecological integrity. Options for building resilient societies to 
respond to external drivers are thus needed. A green economy is one that results in improved human 
well-being and social equity, while reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities. The Satoyama 
Initiative aims to conserve sustainable human-influenced natural environments, or Socio-Ecological 
Production Landscapes and Seascapes (SEPLS) through broader global recognition of their value. 
Given the advantages of SEPLS, which support subsistence while generating incomes and regulating 
ecosystem services, this session explored how the Satoyama Initiative can contribute to strengthening 
the resilience of SEPLS and building a green economy at the local level.

Based on experiences under the Satoyama Initiative, the session aimed to identify options to build green 
economies through the sustainable use of SEPLS, and to raise awareness on the need for an integrated 
approach to a local green economy. 

SEPLS reinforce the capacity of societies to cope with disasters from a multi-disciplinary perspective 
while maintaining functionality of local ecosystems. Thus the management of SEPLS increases resilience 
not only in the face of frequent disasters, but also gradual environmental changes, and contributes to 
the development of disaster-resilient communities and societies. Additionally, multi-sectoral partnership 
can support effective marketing and branding of the diverse agricultural products, obtained from SEPLS 
and thus improve local economic performance while supporting local biodiversity. Engaging with local 
stakeholders can support efforts to develop value-added practices characterised by good agricultural 
practices, ecosystem management and market access.

 List of Speakers

[ Moderators ] 
Krishna Chandra Paudel, Secretary, Government of Nepal, Water and Energy Commission Secretariat
Yoko Watanabe, Program Manager and Senior Biodiversity Specialist, Natural Resources Team, 
 Global Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat

[ Keynote Speakers ] 
Abdul Hamid Zakri, Science Adviser to the Prime Minister of Malaysia / 
 Chair, Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
Kazuhiko Takeuchi, Senior Vice-Rector, United Nations University (UNU) / Director and Professor, 
 Integrated Research System for Sustainability Science (IR3S) The University of Tokyo 

[ Panel Presenters ] 
Naoya Furuta, Senior Project Offi cer, Japan Project Offi ce, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Yoshiko Mikasa, Manager, Division of Oriental White Stork and Human Coexistence, Toyooka City



Summary of the Session
Prof. Abdul Hamid Zakri spoke on the linkages between IPBES and the green economy. He identifi ed the 
loss of biodiversity as the most important threat facing the world, alerting the audience that not only wild 
species, but also domesticated species are at risk of extinction. The resulting loss of a range of invaluable 
ecosystem services will impact activities such as crop production. Prof. Zakri highlighted some good 
examples of political advances such as the reduction of global pollution, increase in protected areas, 
increase in recognition of the importance of biodiversity, and growing recognition of the role of indigenous 
communities, which, he stressed, are needed to secure services essential for human wellbeing. He 
introduced the role of IPBES, which aims to provide sound science for policy decision-making through 
prioritisation and identifi cation of key policy measures, regular assessment of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services, and support for policy formulation and implementation. He highlighted the issue of valuing 
nature as an important element of discussions in IPBES. He also pointed out that local communities, 
particularly in the Asia-Pacifi c region, can serve as microcosms in bridging different knowledge systems 
to develop solutions that are relevant at local scales.

Prof. Kazuhiko Takeuchi introduced the relationship between SEPLS and the green economy. He 
explained that it is important to consider biodiversity and ecosystem services as foundations for a green 
economy. He presented a series of initiatives to shift to a green economy, such as agroforestry in Brazil, 
where people conserve the environment while obtaining benefits from it through added value to their 
products. He highlighted three essential elements of SEPLS: building resilience, establishing a new 
commons through co-management systems between rural and urban populations, and creating new 
business models based on natural capital. He gave an example from Yunnan, China, where traditional tea 
forests have shown high resilience to natural disasters like pests and droughts, as well as to economic 
fluctuations, as they can produce higher quality tea compared to conventional tea plantations. Prof. 
Takeuchi also provided an example from Japan, where measures are being taken to revitalise rural areas 
through production of value-added speciality goods and sales in urban areas with support from urban 
dwellers. He explained that the Satoyama Initiative is working with developed and developing country 
partners to facilitate collective action towards promoting SEPLS.

Bridging local and traditional knowledge systems with scientifi c knowledge will be vital for 
building green economy at the local level. 

Adding value to agricultural products based on more sustainable cultivation methods is 
essential for ensuring the conservation of biodiversity in production landscapes, and can 
provide incentives for the business sector and consumers to shift to a more sustainable 
business model.

Local initiatives are important to demonstrate resilience and coexistence with nature, as well 
as education and sharing of lessons for the wider dissemination of good practices.

There needs to be a paradigm shift towards sustainable ecosystem management, which 
requires a shift in values and the way we measure them. Eventually a shift from conventional 
measures such as GDP to a more inclusive measurement of wealth would be needed.
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Mr. Naoya Furuta spoke on ecosystem-based solutions for disaster risk reduction. He pointed out that the 
number of disasters has been steadily increasing, while the associated economic losses are increasing 
exponentially, comprising one of the largest obstacles to achieving sustainable development. Mr. Furuta 
also reminded the audience that the Asian region is one of the most prone to natural disasters, and has 
high risks in terms of potential human and fi nancial losses. He pointed out that biodiversity and ecosystem 
services are closely linked to risk reduction, and specifically mentioned wetlands, which contribute to 
flood reduction, and afforestation, which can help to stabilise sand dunes, but tend to be forgotten in 
discussions. He highlighted that ecosystems such as well-managed SEPLS are more cost effi cient than 
green infrastructure, and can provide benefi ts under normal conditions.

Ms. Yoshiko Mikasa introduced the successful development of sustainable agriculture in Toyooka City 
using habitat conservation of Oriental White Storks as a fl agship species. She explained that storks went 
extinct in Japan due to hunting, loss of nesting trees, overuse of agricultural pesticides, and changes in 
agricultural practices. For 25 years, Toyooka City has been following a captive breeding programme aimed 
at eventual release of storks back into the wild. In this process, Ms. Mikasa explained that Toyooka City 
established a Strategy for Environmental Economy to foster agriculture that allows coexistence with the 
storks. Under this strategy, efforts were made to promote awareness among consumers and to market 
sustainably produced rice. The efforts have been successful, with 505 shops across Japan now selling 
sustainably produced rice from Toyooka City, as well as the replication of similar measures across Japan. 
There are 83 storks living in the wild now, and they have been observed in 33 prefectures across Japan.

The discussions highlighted the need for a paradigm shift towards sustainable agriculture, and the need 
for the reduction of harmful subsidies. The participants pointed out that the provision of subsidies for 
activities that are more sustainable should be encouraged. It was suggested that local governments could 
try to encourage this transition. 

The importance of the business sector in ensuring the sustainability of local activities and agriculture was 
also highlighted. Businesses would need to adopt a new business model and consumers would need 
to become more sensitive to sustainably produced goods. Certification and labelling were mentioned 
as examples of useful tools to promote this. The importance of promoting more sustainable cultivation 
methods that add value to agricultural products was emphasised as an important strategy for ensuring 
coexistence of biodiversity and agriculture.

Participants also discussed the potential linkages between the sustainable development goals (SDGs) 
and biological and cultural diversity. It was suggested that cultural diversity is particularly important for 
SEPLS, and thus more emphasis should be placed on cultural diversity within discussions on SDGs 
and green economy. Participants recognised the need to integrate traditional knowledge systems 
with scientific knowledge systems. It was also suggested that some numerical targets from the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets could be refl ected in the SDGs.

The positive knock-on effect of local initiatives on neighbouring communities was highlighted through the 
discussions based on the example of Toyooka City, as good agricultural practices have been seen to be 
spreading to other cities and prefectures. 


