Supported by: Satoyama Development Mechanism
The Institute for Global Environment Strategies (IGES)

Collaboration between:

«Indigenous Knowledge and Peoples (IKAP),

«Karen network For Culture and Environment E).

e|nter Mountain Peoples Education and Cult ciation in Thailand

Y=

«and Forest Peoples

P

The Wisdom of the Karen in Natural Resource .~
Managemnt (NRM) .

Local wisdom (exampleg):
' Al g L ¢ . =
I'Live with the water, care for the river, live with trees, care for the forest

“One Gibbon dies, seven forests-becomeé sorrowful and one horn bill will
die; si\@Bayaq trees become regretful”

P

NRM*RItuals (examples):

Duf dei-pau htoof (Umbilical cord trees & forest)
N Deit hti pai kauj (Forest Offering)
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During the past five decades indigenous peoples
in Northern Thailand have been facing negative
ereotyping & encroachme

*Drug producers

*Threat to national security

*Cause of deforestation

*Bad images of Rotatienal Farming (RF) as primitive,
cause of-deforestation and must be replaced...!

sMany cases of RF Farmers unfairly treated and arrested
sImposition to stop RF and change to chemical monocrop
farming
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What is Rotational Farming (RF)?

A knowledge-intensive practice
that strongly relies on diversity
and complementarity of both main
and underutilized crops

Sustainable and culturally rich
BUT

misunderstood and criminalized as cause of
deforestation and environmental degradation and climate
change.
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Preparing the firebreak around the field before burning.

“Sowing the mother rice” ritual, carried out by
young people before sowing rice in a swidden field.
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Dlﬁerent kl,nQS of foods are
; ava’ﬂable | the svv'dden flelds k

The bgau quv ritual includes an offering to the spirit-owner of the
mountains and rivers, an offering to mother rice, an offering to the
spirit of fire, and a ritual to remove bad influences from the field.

2015/7/31



2015/7/31

- 207 species are
found in the RF fields
(Anan et.al, 2004).

- System used for
hundreds of years, it is
a Natural Seed Bank




Harvest Season

The harvest is completed by carrying the rice to
the barn.
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Project Goals and Objectives

Goal: Recognize & promote Karen people’s I|veI|hood based on
culture, traditional & RF Qracthe s
RS
Objectives:, Vs of -'Am ‘
. Strengthen POs |ncIud|ng men wonm and younger generﬁicn
« Maintain and revita se\RF & community. based NRM
rom belng converted to monocrop farmmg

in the futire /1)
* Develop a model for 2 hlghland socio- ecologlcaf productlon
~landscape village fot demonstrations & learning on-SEPLS
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Project strategy

*Bottom-up identification of community needs (needs assessment, awareness,
consciousness, and self-determination)

» Community-based work plan (through part|C|patory mechanism)

_ -Strengthen people’s organizations (leaders, both traditional and official leaders,
team with gender balance, commury organlzatlons)

Funding strategies: from different sourees but based on'a common plan

 Main contributions come from.the communlty and the Local Administration
Office (hoth fund & inuking contnbut:d‘ﬁﬁ o

* Support from IGES/SDM ;
* Support by the Thai Government thro

« Small fundsfrom Othef‘S'quICrei V3
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Leadership training

Networking Meeting
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Community Research and Participatory Mapping;
submission of Community Maps and Action Plans to be
approved as part of the TAO (local administration unit)
Development and NRM plan (s)

e |
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Collection and categorizing of indigenous
knowledge for inter-generational transmission

Campaigning for the promotion of Mae Um Phai
Village/Community to be recognized as a sustainable RF
model village = declared a “Special Cultural Zone”
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Varieties of RF Products

Publicity Campaign
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Children’s Culture Performance
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RF farmers are now confident about continuing and revitalising the
practice of RF

RF land use areas demonstrate contribution to sustainable use of
biodiversity and protection of cultural landscape

High potential to be taken into consideratign.for future recognition
of communal land tltles

Complete co

recognized apd commu

Goverfiment plans :

Communitymembers ag well as-outsid rs$recqgmse and respect the
customaky, regulati@as ref '@d 10 RF & women as-knowledge
hotders o seeds ol

M e s —
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» Going deeper into traditional knowledge and the rotational farming
system illustrated how sophisticated the system is and how smart
the elders were in developing the system.

» Collaboration with different agencies and stakeholders is
sometimes difficult and complex, but it pays off in the long term.

* Interplay between modern technology (like mapping) and local

, nowledge may sometimes be complex, but it is very fruitful and
chit Multlple ewdence based botk ' entifi

accepted and shared

The interplay between productivity of forest and agricultural sites

imply a challenge for people as.they.heed tofind a balance
between having a rich forest.for consumptlon mcome and
conservation:

new.ways to represent kn

(including sacred sites)#*

The new knongQge.generated al

and practice 'shotld'bex

into accountinthe bridglng pr

Multiple types of knowledg,e need :

traditiopal practices, andton Jture ecos,ystems

Tradjtional/management of/N@ ]—/should be used as a mechanism for conservation
anthincome genemtnE\aﬁd as a bas Ustainable NRM. By 119

% !
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The elders still order us,

The elders still tell us,

Order us to conserve the taro seeds,
Tell us to preserve the yam seeds,

To save at least 30 kinds of seeds,
Even in a famine we will not die.

The words of
Karen’s Elders to
their children
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