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1. Extreme weather events
2. Natural disasters
3. Cyberattacks
4. Data fraud or theft
5. Failure of climate-change mitigation and 

adaptation

Top 5 Global Risks in Terms of Impact:
1. Weapons of mass destruction
2. Extreme weather events
3. Natural disasters
4. Failure of climate-change mitigation 

and adaptation
5. Water crises

Source: Global Risks Report 2018: Global Risks Landscape

Today’s Global Risks Landscape

Top 5 Global Risks in Terms of Likelihood:

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GRR18_Report.pdf


Circular Economy Approaches to shift this landscape
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Recovery & Recycling

Circular Supply-Chain

Product as 
a Service

Product Life-Extension

Sharing Platform

Develop and supply renewable 
and/or fully recyclable input 
material to replace e.g. virgin 
synthetic fibers

Recover useful resources from 
disposed products and put back into 
production through return chain, 
reprocessing and re/upcycling

Extend working life of products 
through repairs, maintenance, 
second hand, donations, etc.

Offer product access rather than 
ownership where supplier take 
responsibility for product lifecycle 
management

Drive up utilization rate of products 
by making possible shared use / 
access / ownership

Source: Waste to Wealth, Accenture, 2015
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Fourth 
Industrial 

Revolution

The 4th Industrial Revolution as a tool to accelerate the Circular 
Economy Transition
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