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Circulating and Ecological Sphere (CES) ＝Local SDGs

Aiming to make use of regional resources and strengths
→ Form self-reliant and decentralized societies by utilizing regional 

resources of each region
→ Complement and support each other according to the unique 

characteristics of each region. 
Integrated improvements on environmental, 

economic and social dimensions
Innovation from every perspective
Fulfill and strengthen wide range of 

partnerships
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◆Natural resources/
Ecosystem services

・food, water, timber
・natural energy 
・water purification, prevention of 

natural disasters

◆Provision of funds and human resources
・participation in nature conservation activities 
such as ecotourism
・consumption of local products
・support through socio-economic systems
・investment in local funds
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• Problem solving
• Sector based
• Forecasting
→ Basic plan

Traditional Approach

• Value creation
• Integrated and structural response
• Backcasting
→ Concept sheet (Mandala)

• Consensus building
• Experts and citizens working 

in the field of environment
→ Councils and study groups

• Regulation
• Subsidies
• Volunteers

• Collaboration (partnerships)
• Players in environmental, economic and 
social fields

• Collective impact (learning and collaboration)
→ Regional Platform

• Circulating local resources and making use of them in a 
sustainable way

• Simultaneous solutions with economic efficiency
→ Local SDG business

Approach to Create CES

• Environmental field • Environmental, economic and social fields

SDG Approach

Plan Plan

InstitutionsInstitutions

Actions Actions

Outcome indicators Outcome indicators

Future environmental policy needs both approaches.

Process to Develop CES
Reactive Proactive



Block, National

Multi-level Circulating and Ecological Sphere (CES)
International

Region (Local administration, basin) 

Community (Village, school district)

• Recycling of materials that require advanced recycling 
technology, such as rare metals

• Exchange of inbound tourism
• Reduction of the environmental impact throughout 

the value chain

• Energy independent block with 
private distribution line

• ZEB and ZEH
• Renewable energy and energy 

storage at disaster prevention centers
• Reuse, repair, recycling, etc. in the living sphere
• Biofuel from waste cooking oil 
• Utilization of woody biomass of Satoyama

• Inter-regional use of renewable energy sources
• Recycling of metals, soil, stones, and 

difficult-to-process materials
• Interaction between cities and rural areas
• Interaction for a purpose in life and work
• Domestic consumption of agriculture, 

forestry and fishery products

• Local production and consumption of energy and 
local power companies

• Decarbonized regional transportation
• Use of biomass resources as energy
• Environmentally friendly agriculture
• Local production and consumption of agricultural, 

forestry and fishery products
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【Hokkaido】
・Naganuma Town (Naganuma Town, 

Yubari County)

【Miyagi Prefecture】
・Reborn-Art Festival
（Ishinomaki City）

【Shizuoka City】
・Izu Peninsula Geopark Promotion Council

(15 municipalities in Izu Peninsula, Shizuoka Prefecture 
<Numazu City; Atami City; Mishima City; Ito City; Shimoda City;
Izunokuni City; Higashiizu Town, Kawazu Town, Matsuzaki Town, 
Nishiizu Town (Kamo Country);Kannami Town (Tagata County); 
Nagaizumi Town, Shimizu Town (Sunto County)>)

・Fujinomiya City (Fujinomiya City)

【Nagano Prefecture】
・Neba Village
（Neba Village (Shimoina
County）)
・Smart Terroir Association
（Obuse Town (Kamitakai
County))

【Kumamoto Prefecture】
・Oguni Town〈Kukmamoto Prefecture〉
（Oguni Town, Aso Country）

・Kumamoto Prefecture and Minamiaso
Village（Minamiaso Village, Aso County）

【Okayama Prefecture】
・Maniwa City（Maniwa City）
・Bisei Town Tourism 

Association （Ihara City）
【NEW】

【Kagoshima Prefecture】
・Tokunoshima District Nature Conservation 

Council （Tokunoshima Town, Oshima
County)

【Tokushima Prefecture】
・Council for Stork 

Reintroduction Promotion 
（Tokushima City）

・Kamikatsu Kayabuki
School（Kamikatsu
Town）【NEW】

【Osaka Prefecture】
・Eco-ani Yao

(Yao City)

【Shiga Prefecture】
・NPO Machizukuri Net

Higashi Omi〈Higashiomi
Environmental Roundtable 
Secretariat〉（Higashiomi
City）

【Iwate Prefecture】
・Shigotonin Club

(9 municipalities in Northern Iwate 
Prefecture <Kuji City; Ninohe City; Karumai
Town,Hirono Town, Kunohe Village, Noda 
Village (Kunohe County); Ichinohe Town 
(Ninohe Country); Kuzumaki Town(Iwate 
County); Fudai Village (Shimohei County)>)

【Kanagawa Prefecture】
・Odawara City（Odawara City）

【Shimane Prefecture】
・AMA Holdings inc.
（Ama Town, Oki County）
・Unnan Community Foundation
（Unnan City）【NEW】

【Fukuoka Prefecture】
・Kitakyushu Interdependent

Business Consortium for
Sustainable Development
（Kitakyushu City）【NEW】

【Mie Prefecture】
・Owase SEA Model Council 
（Owase City）

【Kyoto 
Prefecture】
・Kameoka City
(Kameoka City)

【Hyogo Prefecture】
・Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies
〈IGES〉
（Takarazuka City, Kawanichi City, 
Inagawa Town, (Kawabe County)

【Saga Prefecture】
・Kashima City Ramsar
Convention Promotion Council
(Kashima City）

【Okinawa Prefecture】
・Miyakojima(Miyakojima City)
・Kunigami Village（Kunigami
Village, 

Kunigami County）

Entities Working to Create CES under the CES Platform in 2020
(32 entities)

※Red: Dispatching support teams
※Green: Model for indicator development

【Yamagata Prefecture】
・Tsuruoka City Sanze

District Residents’ 
Association（Tsuruoka
City）【NEW】

【Fukui Prefecture】
・Echizen City Innovation Study 

Group 研究会（Echizen City）
【NEW】

【Yamanashi Prefecture】
・Zero-emi Yamanashi（Hokuto City）
【NEW】

【Gifu Prefecture】
・Gujyo City CES 

Council（Gujyo
City）【NEW】

【Nagasaki City】
・MIT
（Tsuhima City）【NEW】

【Kochi Prefecture】
・NPO 84Project（Kochi 
Prefecture）【NEW】

Creating enabling environment (new) 10
Creating enabling environment (on-going) 17
Dispatching support teams 8
（including regions where local indicators are developed)



Registration system of companies 

MOEJ Local SDG Platform

Private companies, 
financial institutions

Regional and local governments

REGIONAL PLATFORM

• Call for registration of partner companies 
and other organizations that work together 
to realize CES

• Registration by technology or solution is 
also possible.

• Being a platform for open innovation to 
solve issues related to ESG and creation 
of business opportunities

Cooperatives in different sectors

Launching a Platform that Connects People, Goods, Money, and Skills

Registration of 
demonstrating regions

85 entities 

Environmental Partnership 
Offices (8 offices in Japan)

Regional Environmental 
Offices

ESG Finance

• Promotion of ESC 
financing at local 
level

• Green Fund
• The 21st Century 

Financial Behavior 
Principles WG on 
Sustainable Regions

• Introduce supporting 
schemes available 

• Share information
• Participation in forums 

and other events

NPOs

Support local business creation

• Development of concept, 
strengthening partnerships, 
exploring business opportunities

• Sending supporting teams
• Sharing leading cases and 

supporting schemes

• Work with other networks 
having  complementary 
functions

• Sharing functions 
appropriately

• Share information networks, 
co-hosting events, etc.

Ministries

Private 
Companies

• Development of networks with 
regional financial institutions and 
private companies in collaboration 
with financial department

• ESG local financing for local business 
creation

Strengthening networks

Other networks to support 
local development, etc.

National Level

Local and regional governments

Matching and Information

Regional coordinators

Local banks and Shinkin banks, etc. 


