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Progress on the SDGs is 

too slow

At the current pace, the 

world will achieve the 

SDGs in 2073

COVID-19 is further 

slowing progress

Source: ESCAP 2021



3

“A crisis is a 
terrible thing 
to waste”

Paul Romer, Nobel Laureate
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1. Redesign/Ambitious Transformation

2. Recovery/Integration

3. Response/Actionable Innovation

The Triple-R Framework



New York 1973

Source, Business, Insider 2018
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A Useful Parallel: 

Rap Music

1973

1986

2021



Kawasaki Late-1960s
Source: Kawasaki, 2020
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The Triple-R Framework in Kawasaki

Response

Kawasaki, 2020
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Recovery

The Triple-R Framework in Kawasaki

Source: Energy Policy Tracker, 2021
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Redesign

The Triple-R Framework in Kawasaki

Source: Kawasaki, 2020
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Source: UN 2021



Climate change and air pollution are closely related

Boston 2021

California 2021
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Air Pollution Should Feature in Post-2030 Development Agenda

Source: Elder and Zusman, 2016



Building Blocks of a One 
Atmosphere Approach

Source: Zusman, Unger, Borgford-Parnell, and Mar, 2021
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Discussion Questions

1.How can policymakers, business people, civil society 

and other stakeholders turn the COVID-19 crises into an 

opportunity to accelerate progress on the SDGs?

2.What lessons from COVID-19 and the current SDGs 

could contribute to an ambitious post-2030 Agenda?   
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