Tackling Climate and
SDG Action Together




What is climate and SDG synergy?

Definition : Synergies occur when multiple
actions combine to produce a result greater
than their individual contributions.

In the context of climate change and SDGs,
adopting a synergistic approach means
addressing these challenges together,
amplifying the impact of policies by
addressing them jointly rather than in isolation.

Like gears in a well-oiled machine,

are working together for
synergistic, greater benefit
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Process towards the Report

SDGs and climate UN SG’s call for UN DESA and UNFCCC Expert Group prepares
action are not on track synergistic action build a plan for action the global report
The IPCC and SDG Report 2023: In his priorities for 2023, UN b The inter-agency partnership P An international group of 14
Special Edition — global progress Secretary-General has called for an aimed at fostering synergistic experts was co-convened by UN
assessments on climate change and urgent course correction, urging action between the SDGs and DES A and UNFCCC to draft the
sustainable development — world leaders to come together climate agenda, and the first global report.
underscore the necessity of a behind a rescue plan for people and outcomes of three Global It is the first collaborative effort to
systems approach to attain the 2030 planet — a rallying cry for Synergy Conferences held since systematize knowledge on
global targets. synergistic action. 2019, provide the essential synergistic climate and SDG
platform, rationale, and urgency implementation, charting the

- aelBCC

for this report. course for accelerated action.
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Summary for Policymakers The Sustainable Development Goals Report
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Climate action is the
21st century's f
greatest opportunity |
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https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-02-06/secretary-generals-briefing-the-general-assembly-priorities-for-2023-scroll-down-for-bilingual-delivered-all-english-and-all-french-versions
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-cycle/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
https://sdgs.un.org/climate-sdgs-synergies#home
https://sdgs.un.org/blog/expert-group-prepare-report-analysing-climate-and-sdg-synergies-aiming-maximize-action-impact
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-02-06/secretary-generals-briefing-the-general-assembly-priorities-for-2023-scroll-down-for-bilingual-delivered-all-english-and-all-french-versions

Work of the Expert Group
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Composition : Independent group of 14 experts
from diverse thematic and geographic
backgrounds.

Mercedes
Objective : To prepare the first global report that L (B I e Bustamante

builds on evidencebase and demonstrates wirnwin
Learn more here. - ¥ | )

solutions of addressing climate and sustainable
development challenges synergistically.
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https://sdgs.un.org/blog/expert-group-prepare-report-analysing-climate-and-sdg-synergies-aiming-maximize-action-impact

Building on outcomes of 3 Global Synergies Conference
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Mota: The complete documentation of the Conference can be accessed via the dedicated
™ Conference Website: https:/f'www.un.org/en/dimate-sdgs-conference-2022, More photos
can be found on the Conference Website hitps:/feww.un.org/en/climate-sdgsconference
2022/ page/photo-album.
https://www.un.org/en/climate-sdgs-conference-2022
[ISD website:
https://enb.iisd.org/climate-sdgs-conference-2022
IGES website:
VV/ \Q\’ DEPARTMENT OF fo \q\) United Nations https://www.iges.or.jp/en/projects/climate-sdgs-conference
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https://www.un.org/en/climate-sdgs-conference-2022
https://enb.iisd.org/climate-sdgs-conference-2022
https://www.iges.or.jp/en/projects/climate-sdgs-conference

Key Recommendations from Third Global Conference
Tokyo

Participants highlighted the need to do the following to advance synergies:

Strengthening the evidence base for synergistic action

Enhancing integrated planning

Importance of scaling up capacity building and sharing of good practices
Developing and promoting partnerships for transformation

Convening multi-stakeholder dialogues at all levels

Informing key intergovernmental processes on climate and the SDGs.
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Problems and Challenges that the Report
Addresses

Increasing recognition that synergies can result in win-win situations, and that addressing climate and SDGs
jointly rather than in isolation amplifies the impact of policies but evidence is dispersed, scattered and
often not easily accessible — Should a global platform that gathers this evidence be created?

The absence of tools for a) identifying and enhancing synergies, and b) for policy makers to enable and
promote synergies — Would an analytical framework that is easy to use by policy makers be a good
solution?

How can finance be reformed to advance this agenda — Can the current global debate on the need for
reform of the global finance architecture make this a critical component of that debate?

The adequacy or inadequacy of reporting mechanisms - if synergies are so essential for the success of the
implementation of the Paris Agreement and Agenda 2030 — should reporting on them be made a pre-
requisite?

How can the topics of just transitions, leaving no one behind and equality be given higher attention in this
and other debates?
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Existing Barriers that Need Addressing

I Easier Knowledge Access I Adequate Financial Mechanisms
e Major disconnect between scientific evidence and applied policy action e Limited national budgeting on addressing synergies
e Insufficient knowledge of SDG and climate interactions e Lack of enabling financial instruments
e Lack of accessible and applicable methodologies and tools that map the e Lack of clarity and evidence on the benefits and costs of co-benefits
nature and magnitude of interactions and trade-offs
e Challenges in understanding and aligning climate actions across all SDGs e Lack of climate finance flowing to those countries facing highest risk
to ensure synergies and impacts and greatest adaptation needs

I Improved Political Planning and Reporting

e Political cycles that cause changes in political priorities

e Lack of political motivation towards climate policies

e Lack of transparency in responsibility for implementation

e Lack of collaboration between governments and other actors

e Lack of consistency on commitments to equity, gender equality and other

social justice and rights commitments
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The Urgency

Need foraccelerated action: Halfway to the 2030
Agenda,a mere 15% of SDG targets are on track
and the climate crisis 1s worsening as GHG
emissions continue to rise.

The impact ofactingin silos: The report presents
a list of potential negative impacts in terms of short-
falls in financialresources, jobs that are put at risk
and people at risk ofhunger

When
acting in
silos...
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The evidence mdicates
strong synergies

Evidence shows synergies between
climate action and 80% 02030

Agenda targets.

Significant overlaps found between

NDC climate activities and SDGs 2, All targers linked
6,7,9,11,13,15,and 17. SRR
ot nked

Overlaps between SDGs and NDC
climate activities are more
pronounced for low-income and
lower-middle-income countries.

Linkage of SDGs with the countries’ NDCs
Source.Climate Watch
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https://www.climatewatchdata.org/ndcs-sdg?goal

Examples of synergistic
policy action

O US ::, iurkey,

Germany, India,
China, and Brazil

E Leadership in
Energy and

Environmental
Design

“¥spG 3,7, 11,13

@ 93 Global South
Countries

B Women’s
entrepreneurs hip
and climate
leadership at the
locallevel for clean
energy transition

SDG 1,5,7,8, 10,

12,13
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Synergistic action will 2
help to course correct When

acting in

synergy...

Reduce financial gaps: Pursuing
development and climate targets
together reduces investment gaps.

24 million

4 new jobs created
X \ by 2030 through
renewable energy

Achieve targets faster : Integrating
social dimensions enhances chances of
reaching climate targets.

- economic gains in

~co-benefits through ~_——
Facilitate long -term vision : Synergistic ransitioning to a 0 ‘
co-benefits balance short- and long-term economy/40 A)
gains, gaining stakeholder support. b

of global population
could meet WHO air
quality standards with
strict air pollution and
GHG mitigation measure

Ensure just transition : Synergistic
planning will ensure a just transition and
limit the trade-offs of climate action.

United Nations
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Climate Change
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Overcoming existing barriers
towards mtegrated solutions

Fasier knowledge access: addressing the
sizable disconnect between scientific evidence
and applied policy action.

Improved political planning and reporting:
offering a framework for coordination and

reporting across agencies on synergistic action.

Adequate financial mechanisms: promoting
strategies for synergistic climate and SDG
investment, particularly for low, lower middle-,
and middle-income countries with deeper co-
benefits.

2030 AGENDA

PARIS AGREEMENT/NDCS
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Context -specific analysis and localization of

progress and impacts of climate action and

SDGS W|" maXImIZe co -beneﬂts . ® High Income ® Upper Middle Income B Lower Middle Income Low Income

North and South: Low-income and lower-

middle-income countries experience stronger

interlinkages, as SDG progress and financing =)

challenges outweigh climate change mpacts. g .

Urban settings: Cities present a major 2

opportunities for addressing climate and S

development challenges m synergy, as the ?_

global urban population 1s projected to reach o

70% by 2050. = 20
Z

Tatlored financial mechanisms: Measures

like encouraging MDBs and IFIs to introduce

synergy-enhancing mstruments can reduce the

existing investment gaps in climate and 0
development sectors.

Number of climate activities that correspond to each of the 17 SDGs across different regions.
Source.NDGSDG Connections (IDOS, SEI)
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Ten Recommendations

Enhance collective resilience 5
1 agamst current and future global
Crises.

Strengthen science-policy-society
2 interaction to advance synergistic

action. 6

Promote mstitutional capacity
3 building and cross-sectoral and

nternational and national 7

collaboration.

Ensure policy coherence and
4 coordination among policy makers
across sectors and departments.

United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change

Develop a framework for action’that
can help decision makers m public,
private, and civil society sectors
identify synergistic action for systems
change.

Use the ‘framework for action’and to
other means to ensure a just
transition.

Address the large mvestment gaps in
the climate and development
agendas to enhance the necessary
synergies.

Utilize COP 28 m Dubaito mitiate and
accelerate synergistic action on
clmate and SDGs.

Prioritize the role of synergies m the
work ofthe UN and international
financial mstitutions, including an
improved system for sharing
mnformation to help countries m therr
reporting responsibilities.

Treat ctties, sites of major population
growth and expansion of economic
activities, as an opportunity for
focusing on climate and development
synergies.
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