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Figure 1.1 Progress toward achieving the SDGs in Asia and the Pacific
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source: Aslo and the Pacfic SDG Progress Repart 2024: Showcasing Transformative Actions [United Nations publication, 2024).
Mote: For each year, the percentage represents the average progress recorded towards all 17 SDGs.




Figure 1.2 Growing attention to synergies in academic publications
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source: Adapted by BSES, based on data from Scopus. Availlable at hittps:/fwera soopus.oomisources
Mote: This Agure |15 based on Scopus keyword s2arch on climate and synergyiesT It demonsirates that articles on the theme hawve nsen shanply over the past
10 ¥ears.




Supplementary Appendix:
Compendium of Case

PROJECT

SDGa- 47,72 64,89,91,949511.2

Studies on Synergies
in Asia and the Pacific
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Hyogo Environmental Future Conference Mgt

Background and issues

In 2022, Hyogo Prefecture formulated “Hyoge Vision 2050° which
outlines the society around 2050. In line with this vision, the Sth Hyago
Prefecture Basic Environmental Plan in 2019 was revised in 2024 and the
“Hyogo Environmental Future Conference” was convened to reflect the
opinions of future generations who will play a central role by 2050 to the
revized Basic Environmental Plan.

PFartigipants composition

1-day conferences were held in 3 cities, Toyooks, Kobe and Himejl, with
20-30 participants including high school and university students for each
conference. The “Futwre Design®™ method was employed, which
introduced “imaginary future generation” Le. participants act as members
of future generation and argue on behalf of their imerests. Each
conference consisted of introductory session and the following 3 group

= Work 1: Open discussion on the viskon for 2050
= Work 2 Envizioning society in 2050 as “imaginary future generation”™
= Work 3: Proposing policiesfactions &s “imaginary future generation®

= High school students @ Unmrersity students

Nerking aduls

Achieved synergies & mitigated trade-offs

From a longterm perspective, proposed solutions
emphazized the Iimportance of human  resource
development, changing mindsets, and technological
innovation, which  promote  synergies  among
“decarbonization,” “coexistence with natwe” and
“resource circulation.”

Enabling factors / remaining issues
« The commitment of Hyogo Prefecture to reflect the
outcomes of the conference to the revised Basic

Environmental Plan highly motivated participants.

« Employment of Future Design method was beneficial
to bring longterm perspective which facilitates
synengistic solution development.

. Lessen learned: Facilitators famiiar with Future Design are essential to stimulate constructive discussion.
v Balancing innovative ideas and convincing solutions is not easily achieved.

Resource and acknowledgement: IGES Kansai Ressarch Centre (2024), Pigiect Beport on Hyego Envonmental Future Conlerence.

Study provided by Satoshi Kojima, Institute for Global Ervironmental Strategies (IGES).
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Figure 1.3 An overview of the structure of the report
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CHAPTER 4 _

Advancing circular Table 4.1 Circular economy actions, pollution reduction and synergistic SDG outcomes
- by provisioning system
economy solutions
to address pollution
Hnmmhg systems | Circular aconomy action Pollution reduction SDG outcomes
* Food waste reduction * Nutrient runoff; methane SDEB ! EE
* Nutrient cycling plastic waste
* organic waste valorization
Housing / buik * Material efficiency *C0; SDGs:
environment * Retrafitting * Particulate matter * m
* construction waste reuse *andfill wasts
» Mobility * Modal shifts * Air pollutants SDGs:
i s ‘000
' + shared mobility *noise
Energy *Renewables * Air pollutants soes:  ERVAEY
* Efficiency *C0;
* recycling of energy technologies * mining impacts
Cross-cutting circular | - Eco-design * Material flows so6s: KRR I
economy innovations | * Industrial symbiosis * Waste streams
 product-service systems + pollution loads




Chapter 5 | Mobilizing cities as delivery p! for and

I
Table 5.1 Summary of the case studies

ofle L] - -
Mobl I IZIng cltles as Case study: Addressing urban air pollution, public health and climate change in Jakarta
socs [EN AN

- l f
del Iver Ia orms = Air quality management = Expansion of traffic demand = Provincial Government of = Judicial intervention
- Public health protection management policies Jakarta through the 2021 clean air

CHAPTER 5

_ . = i i . . uling strengthening
-Su ble wiba obil Strengthening vehicle Mational Government of court ruling A
4 stain= L Ty ‘emissions testing and Indonesia (Ministry of government accountability
or resl Ien an - Emergy transition enforcement Environment and Forestry, - Growing public awareness
= Metropelitan . - Ministry of Transportation, and civic engagement
- Investment in mass public e
environmental governance transport systems M_Illsuy-n‘FEnE'\qymd - Expansion of public
- - = Climate mitigation - Tightening national air quality Mineral Resources) transport infrastructure
synergistic solutions T = ==
nei ng provincial
* Regulatory measuras horities i support
targeting emissions from rmc_!s e N ._Jalmrta - Policy coordination across
coal-fired power plants and = Civil ‘=ociety organizations sectors
e [ ‘and citizen advocacy groups

= Data-driven pollution scurce - International partners
apportionment

Case study: Integrating climate-resilient and low-carbon land use in the Santa Rosa-Silang sub-watershed,
the Philippines

SDGs:
= Integrated climate change = Basin-scale participatory land | - Local government units in - Strong academic-
adaptation and mitigation use management approach the Santa Rosa-Silang sub- gowernment partnerships
* Flood resilience = Participatory GIS mapping watershed - Policy mandate for S-year
- Biodiversity and scenario analysis = Academic and research plans
- Watershed land-use - GIS-based hydrological B - Combined use of scientific
planning and governance modelling - Laguna Lake Development ‘twols and participatory
- Collaborative planning Authority methods
workshops = Local communities
= Aligning ecological
strategies with institutional
mechanisms

Case study: Circulating and ecological sphere approach for resilient cities and regions
socs: NN KR R

= Strengthening urban-rural = Mapping the rescurce flows = Local government - Integrated policy planning
linkages through eptimal acress urban-rural continuum | . private and business sector * Local stakeholder
resource circulation ~ Geospatial mapping and - Civil society engagement and

= Decarbonization scenaric analysi N partnership-building

- - = Academic and research ~

- Ecosystem conservation E Mdn—cl:dt_nhulder e = Mutual learning

- Economic revitalization consultations and workshops - Devel I i - Capacity development

= T 7 = Co-design and co- = = =
Community well-being art of action plans Regional cooperation

Case study: Bridging the digital divide in Sri Lanka via the e-Sabha digital complaint application

SDGs:

= Social inclusion = Mobile app-based = Asia Foundation = Social inclusion;

+Urban plenring and S et | Locsl govemment auhores | TESENITIATE L

- Digital transformation - Depamn":'u“?f Local :ﬁ”m";“r:':xﬂ!
Province): HELP-O (civil - Local government

society) asuthorities




CHAPTER 8

Strengthening
governance to
advance synergies

LLL

.
Figure 8.1 Synergistic Govemnance Framework

TRANSFORMATIVE
Long term

STRATEGIC
Medium-long term

TACTICAL
Short-medium term

Surce: Adzpted by authors based on 5. Malekpour, 5. Tawfik, and C. Chesterfield, Tiesigning collaborative qovemance for nature-based scluthons] Urban Farestry

& Urban Greening, vol. 62, No. 12777 {July 2021,

Why? Institutionalize syngergistic govemance
What? Strong mandate, momentum and evidence,
established palicy coordination and coherence,
mature governance systems and cultures

Partnerships for synergistic action
Why? Advance synergistic approaches and
strengthen buy-in

What? Appreciation of net-positive frade-offs,
pre-zxisting proaf of concept, reasonable
stakeholder buy-in

Wha? Multi-stakeholder coalitions

Synergistic experimentation

Why? Test and develop innovative approaches
What? Limited collaboration and coardination
across sectors, jurisdictions and departments
Wha? Diverse local stakeholders, led by ane sector
Haw? Living labs for real world exparimentation



Six Strategic Directions

Strategic direction 1: Make synergies the organizing principle for national development strategies, climate action,
biodiversity conservation, pollution control and urban policy.

Strategic direction 2: Empower cities and subnational governments to serve as delivery platforms for synergistic
solutions, supported by predictable finance and technical capacity.

Strategic direction 3: Promote cross-sectoral investment by aligning finance with multi-benefit outcomes across
climate, biodiversity, pollution and other development priorities to drive systemic changes.

Strategic direction 4: Transform data and tools into accessible and actionable resources for routine decision-making
on synergies.

Strategic direction 5: Institutionalize whole-of-government and whole-of-society governance approaches, with clear
mandates, shared indicators and aligned incentives.

Strategic direction 6: Leverage regional cooperation to synthesize evidence, harmonize approaches, promote learning
and scale synergistic solutions across diverse contexts.
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